Marietta State Nursery

2010-2011 State of Ohio Biennium Budget Bill 
Section 753.10 of H.B. 1, 128th General Assembly

http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText128/128_HB_1_EN_N.pdf
Sale of Marietta State Nursery land
The act requires the Director of Natural Resources to enter into a memorandum of understanding with the Southeastern Ohio Port Authority to develop the future use of the property that formerly comprised the Marietta State Nursery.  The memorandum must provide for the sale of the property for highest and best use, sale and usage of the property that is compatible with neighboring properties, maximum financial return for the Department, and expeditious sale of parcels of the property.

Additionally, the memorandum must require contracted professional engineering services to provide both of the following:

A phase 1 environmental site assessment; and 

A master plan for property development, including an inventory of site features and assets; collection of public input through a meeting and comment period; identification of site usage areas; lot lines and parcel sizes in concept; means of ingress and egress from State Route 7 and interior site access that are delineated in concept; identification of utility services, locations, and capacities; plans for compliance with subdivision regulations; recommendations for possible deed restrictions; an evaluation of permits that must be obtained and other regulatory requirements that must be satisfied for purposes of the development of the property; and any necessary maps.

The memorandum must require the Port Authority to do all of the following:  (1) manage the formulation of the master plan, (2) create a master plan brochure and sales brochures, (3) market the property by mail, signage, and the web sites www.pioneerspirit.us and www.Ohiosites.com, (4) respond to sales leads, (5) screen inquiries regarding the property, (6) negotiate sales based on pricing guidelines established by the Department, and (7) present qualified purchase offers to the Department.

Under the act, the memorandum must specify that the Department owns the property, that it may sell the property in lots to the Port Authority, and that the Port Authority then may sell the lots to individual private buyers.  The memorandum also must specify that the Department is responsible for paying for the environmental, engineering, graphic design, signage, and printing costs as invoices for those costs are received.  The act requires the Department and the Port Authority to agree to a cap for each of those invoices.  Finally, the memorandum must specify that as parcels of the property are transferred to private buyers, the Port Authority retains 5% of the sale price of each parcel as a fee for services provided by the Port Authority.

