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..yoices its flute-like call as
IIHStS rise through the still
_forest canopy. A deef

ey whe‘n it hears your footfall.
~ " Later in the day, wild gerani-
P ﬁmq nod in the afternoon breeze

* while nearby water cascades
across a sheer rockface.

se-guch js the adventure walkmg
a trail i an Ohio State Park. These
paths are designed for the young,
- the explorer, the seasoned hiker and
the'evening stroller and lead to every
field of interest. The majesty of the
pristine state is captured for generations to
come in our peaceful retreats. Come, see
and e perlence nature at her finest as a great- -

Walking with nature as well as in nature is a peaceful
adventure requiring only basic common sense and a bit of
understanding. To help protect our precious natural resource
base, use the childhood ditty, “...take only pictures, leave only

footprints...” as your golden rule of hiking. Cherish our wild
lands and preserve them for generations to come.

Before embarking on your favorite trail, please keep the
following safety advice in mind. While hazards are relatively
rare on Ohio’s trails, disaster awaits those who ignore nature’s
warnings. Be sure to stay on designated trails and away from
cliffs as well as out of waters unauthorized for swimming.
Keep a close eye on children—remember they are still develop-
ing their outdoor awareness. If you are a smoker, kindly
deposit ashes and cigarette butts in a proper manner. Al-
though fire is a natural legacy, carelessness destroys our
woodlands.

Wild animals are, indeed, wild. Observe them quietly and
leave them undisturbed. The seeming orphan almost always
has a fretful parent watching anxiously nearby. Ohio is the
home to three species of venomous snakes. The copperhead,
Massassauga and timber rattlesnakes are shy, secretive animals
and will typically flee rather than bite if given the opportunity.
The cottonmouth, or water moccasin, does not occur naturally
in Ohio. All of our other snakes are harmless.

Be aware that most negative natural experiences in this state
result from rashes and stings incurred from encounters with plants
and insects. Poison ivy can be abundant as well as widespread. 1t
takes many forms from creeping to vining or upright shrub. Poison
ivy is easily identified with its three leaves, sometimes shiny,
sometimes dull. Poison sumac is rare, lives only in acidic bogs and
produces the same symptoms as poison ivy. Poison oak does not
grow naturally in Ohio.

Mosquitoes and biting flies, while an important part to nature’s
kingdom, can be our most annoying pests. Did you know that
mosquitoes Jocate you by the carbon dioxide you exhale? By
blocking their receptors with various scents from garlic to bath oil to
repellent will help protect you. Covering your head will often deter
flies. Ticks can be found in spring and early summer. Be sure to
perform daily tick checks during the season, removing any attached
by firmly pulling the tick away from the skin. Report any sudden
rashes accompanied by fever to a physician after a tick bite.

It is important to wear proper footwear while hiking. Even the
smoothest trail can be challenging for blistered feet. Dress for the
weather, layering garments during the winter season to maintain a
comfortable body temperature. Carry abundant water for long
outings, it helps to sustain an appropriate internal temperature
during both winter and summer. Never drink from streams, springs
or lakes.

Enjoy these trails. A field guide and binoculars are the perfect
tools for discovering the great outdoors. There is always something
new to see, touch and understand. Our finest heritage is often found
amongst these scenic trails brimming with the quiet pleasures of
nature’s beauty.



Geneva

Headlands
% ant]l’([)int,'l L Beach
A outh Bass [slang Y
ln tTOduCtZOn tO Harrison@ Maumee Bay ' 4y s Kelleys Island Ui\?]and PymatumngJ
Lake East Harbor Lakefrong Punderson
Creek \ o Mosqax’to
Indsggl o ng Jane Tinkers @
l S e ul e Thutston : Creek @ TNe ek
F.mdley West Branch@ - Lake
Van Buren Portage @ Milton
Lak
<@ uﬁﬂ Guil{oid
Few states rival Ohio for her Malabar olow .B Ake
: . Grand Lak Mohican caver
diversity of natural landform. St Marye W ® Creek
. . .
Thanks .to gegloglcal processes aptmg oL | M Dusarce
over unimaginable stretches of time, Loramie ‘ :

. . o
we are blessed with everything from Kiser Lake  Buck @salt Fork
. . reek Madison Mu%kmﬂxm
rugged foothills to expansive lake - Lake Buckeye @Fiver Barkcamp
. . . Sycamore

plains. Waterfalls, sleepy winding | yt o e Rosk °

. uesion Wolf
rivers and deep chasms grace our e L Run
parks and provide an unparalleled o Gregy — H¥king s

. Seall
backdrop for an extensive network Cowan Lake® gmc Pike ®or Lake
Of trails. Stonelick@ ‘ Lake Scioto F{g‘rlked
y

Select a section of the state, hike a
trail and begin an exploration into
our natural heritage.

Length: in Miles
Difficulty: E = Easy

M = Moderate

D = Difficult

1 = Length

2 = Slope

3 = Uneven Surface
Surface: 1 = Earthen

2 = Prone to Mud

3 = Loose Rocks

4 = Gravel

5 = Asphalt / Paved

6 = Boardwalk

7 = Wood Chip
Self Guided: B = Brochure

S = Signs

Key to Column Codes

@ Alum Creek

Other Uses: 1 = Bridle
2 = Bike
3 = Cross-country Ski
4 = Snowmobile

Shape: LP = Loop

LR = Linear

LRP = Linear with Partial Loop
Features: 1 = Animals

2 = Scenic Vistas

3 = Streams

4 = Lake / Pond

5 = Forest

6 = Geological Formations
7 = Cultural History

Wheelchair Accessible: ® = Yes
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Northwest

Most of this region reflects the agricultural might
of the state. Fertile farm fields dominate a great
expanse of flat till plain—deposits from the last
glacial period. Old growth woodlots provide a
glimpse of the original forest which once covered the
land.

Cultural history abounds in the remnants of the
great canal era. Several of the parks preserve locks
and dams of the Miami-Erie Canal while the lakes
themselves were impoundments for the mainte-
nance of the “big ditch’s” water level.

The most awesome feature of the area is the
shallow western basin of Lake Erie. Here, mile-thick
glacial ice etched the soft limestone bedrock, leaving
cliffs and outcrops overlooking a vast inland lake.
The grooves on Kelleys Island bear mute testimony
to the force of nature.
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East Harbor
_+ Blackberry Camp Office 25| E | LR 15
* Middle Harbor | nght Side Exit Road 5 M 1 4 |LRP 1,2,4,5
* Red Bird Campgroundﬁ Laqnch Ramp Parking Lot 25 M 1] Rl | 1,24
* South Beach Trail South Beach Area 25| M (12 4 LP 1,é,4,5 I
* West Harbor “End of North Buck Road 75| M 34| 4 |LR 12,4
* Wetland South Beach Area 20| M 177,727,6 4 |LP ”1;27,74" h
Grand Lake St. Marys o ’
* Buckeye Trall Numerous i N . 40 | E 1 3 | LR 1,7
* St. Marys Campground Entrance 2| E|1] [ | 5
Harrison Lake - o I B
* Harrison Lake North Shelter 275 M 7172 LR 1,3,4
| Independence Dam . o
¢ Miami-Erie- Wabash Towpath anjpg@@ - 3] E[12]3 LR 1,3,5,7




° . ] w
Hiking Trails NGNS ol 18 & .|z
SR L2 | w|W B |37
. . . 2|2 2| S5 |5 £ |i5
Park / Trail Name Trail Head Location S T e eR(2 g7 2=
~Kelleys Island b 7
r * East Quarry ) Ward Road across from 4H 4 E 112123 |LRP 12,456
* North Shore North of Grooves Bridge, Division Street 1 E |12123]|LP 2,45 |
Lake Loramie - | |
* Blackberry Island Blackberry Island Access Road 1T 1 E |12 LP 1,4,5
* Lakeview FpﬁrtﬂLoramie—Swanders Road 2 E 12| 4 |LRP| 1245 ] |
~ e Little Turtle Trace Fort Loramie—Swanders Road 1 E 1 3 | LP 135 | |
* Miami-Erie Canal SR 362—To Lock 2 7 E 1 2 | LR 1,7
* Miami-Erie Canal Feeder “S.R. 362—200 yards north of Park Office T 1E | 4 LR 13,7
* Upper Loramie Boat Ramp on Luthman Road, S.R. 119 Picnic Areaf 2 | E | 1 |LRP 1245 |
~ Mary Jane Thurston o I N I | 1
* Mosquito Loop Campground 1] E[12/3 LR 135 |
*Towpath Dam Picnic Area E, 4 ]3]|LR 137 i
* North Turkeyfoot | US. 24 - ) - - 16 E| 1123 LP |BS| 135 |
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Maumee Bay
* Bike Day-use Beach ] 6 | E|5|2]LRP 14 |
» Boardwalk Nature Center 2 | E |6 LP|S|1245] ¢
* Mouse Campground Office 28 | E | 1 LP 1 |
Van Buren '
* Dam Road | South VVPiéﬂnﬁic Area 8| E| 4 LR 5
» Lake Shore | South Picnic Area M[12| [LRP 45







