SRVFAB Meeting Summary

March 21, 2011
Opening Remarks and Introduction of ODNR Administration

Director Mustine, Assistant Director Zody, Deputy Director Cobb, and Chief Payne (Division of Parks and Recreation) were all in attendance for the meeting.  There were many points raised by the administration.  The administration appreciated the commitment of the board members to serve.  The input of the advisory board is needed to ensure that ODNR is working towards meeting the needs of the motorized community.  The administration acknowledged that the expansion of motorized trails will provide economic benefits to the State of Ohio that is being lost to surrounding states.  The administration stressed that any expansion of motorized trails needs to focus on safety and that the SRVFAB will be an excellent partner.  In addition, the administration stressed that the addition of motorized trail facilities must be family friendly.  .
Introduction of SRVFAB

Of the seven elected members of the board, six were able to attend the meeting.  The current board includes the following individuals:

William Kaeppner – Ohio Motorized Trail Association (OMTA)
Matthew Mesarchik – Ohio Motorized Trail Association (OMTA)
Gary Hines – Ohio State Snowmobile Association (OSSA)
Don Hofstetter – Ohio State Snowmobile Association (OSSA)
Royce Wood – American Motorcycle Association (AMA)
Mark Walther – Ohio Automotive Dealer Association (owner of American Powersports, Findlay)

Unable to attend 

Tom Cowher – individual user (Hocking Valley Motorcycle Club)

Summary of ODNR efforts prior to new administration

The following locations were looked at by ODNR and the reasons we did not proceed:

Jefferson Lake State Park – issues included the soil quality and the need to close equestrian trails funded previously by the federal Recreational Trails Program (RTP).  Under RTP guidelines, non-motorized trails developed with RTP dollars cannot be replaced with motorized trails funded by RTP dollars.
Ravenna Arsenal – issues included the amount of land and how often it would be made available

Ferris Coal – the property was looked at multiple times. An issue included the price at one time and then was eventually decided to not move forward.  

Perry County property – this property had been on the market for a long period of time, but could not move forward because the cost of the property was prohibitive and a potential lease offer was not made.  It was recommended by the SRVFAB to approach the owner again with an opportunity to lease the property.  A member of the board who knows the owner offered to talk to the owner about the possibility of leasing the property within the next couple of weeks.

Summary of ODNR Efforts (current administration)

The administration asked that the initial meeting of the SRVFAB occur as soon as reasonable and that the entire administration wanted to attend.

The Toledo Trail Riders and Royce Wood met with Deputy Director Cobb, past Chief of Parks and Recreation Hunter to discuss the possibility of expansion of trails in Maumee Bay State Forest.

The administration held internal discussions along with Chef of Forestry Boyles about the opportunities of expansion of motorized trails.

Since those internal meetings, the forestry manager for Maumee Bay State Forest has worked with the Toledo Trial Riders to determine possible expansion.  In addition, the division has developed initial expansion possibilities.

An internal meeting will occur at the end of the week to further discuss the expansion possibilities and decide on which opportunities are available.  We expect to notify the SRVFAB in a week about the opportunities.  
In regards to the Recreational Trails Program, we have received a motorized grant request from the Guernsey County Park District.  The grant application would acquire land for trail development over a few hundred acres.  The grants staff has met with representatives from the park district and the potential seller.  The staff will continue to evaluate the application through its normal process.

Identification of SRVFAB Goals

The short-term goal the SRVFAB is seeking is making potential expansion of motorized trails on existing ODNR property.  The long-term goals of the SRVFAB included acquiring additional acreage for trails, and the development of new trails to accommodate 4X4 vehicles and side by sides.

The OSSA members have previously discussed their goals with the ODNR staff.  The OSSA wants to see the ODNR lease private corridors normally used for snowmobiles for a $1 so that the corridors can benefit with the assistance of SRVF dollars.

The members of the board see their roles including the following:

Provide input on any potential property to be acquired

Be advised of any ODNR lands that are proposed for expansion

Have direct involvement in discussions on trail design and features of the facility.

The administration was in agreement with the goals defined by the SRVFAB and the roles they proposed in reaching these goals.  

Based on these discussions the ODNR will proceed as follows:

Present the proposed expansion layout for Maumee Bay State Forest as agreed upon by the Toledo Trail Riders in about a week
Present the proposed expansion plan for motorized trails within other ODNR properties in about a week
Continue to evaluate the Guernsey County Park District application and provide updates to the SRVFAB.
The final draft of the proposed snowmobile lease will be provided to the OSSA for final review.

(The above-mentioned steps are to address short-term goals.  Construction is intended to begin this year on the ODNR properties.)

The SRVFAB member that knows the owner of the Perry County property will speak with the owner in the next couple of weeks to discuss the possibility of leasing the property.  The member will notify us of the results of the meeting.

ODNR staff will search for potential properties for acquisition and will provide a list of potential properties as they are located.
OSSA/OMTA/Ashtabula County Metroparks
There are two properties owned or managed by the Ashtabula County Metroparks that are of interest to the OSSA and the OMTA.

The Western Reserve Greenway is leased by the Metroparks from the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC).  The greenway is utilized by snowmobiles in the winter and the OSSA wants to use its portion of the SRVF to assist in the cost of law enforcement and maintenance.   The Metroparks must seek a change to the lease to allow the sublease.  ODNR staff has spoken with both properties on the reason for the need and has offered any assistance it can.  The Metroparks and OSSA are working through the process.

The Ashtabula County Metroparks acquired a railroad corridor that goes from Dorset OH into Pennsylvania.  The Metroparks received grant assistance through the Clean Ohio Greenspace program.  The application stated that a non-motorized trail would be developed, but that snowmobile use would be permitted.  At this point no development has occurred and there are not plans at this time due to the financial situation with the Metroparks.

The OSSA wants ODNR to have a lease on the corridor so that SRVF can be used to do the necessary earth movement so that snowmobiles can utilize the corridor.  The OMTA would also like ODNR to have a lease on the property so that SRVF dollars could go towards the development of the trail for motorized use.  Members of the SRVFAB see the corridor as a potential “backbone” for regional connections and could become a destination location.  It would also provide economic benefits for the region.  

There are a few issues that would have to be addressed for potential motorized trail use of the corridor.  The Metroparks has been open to the possibility, but do have concerns.  In the near future, members of OMTA will be meeting with the Metroparks to discuss the potential the corridor has as a motorized trail.  The second issue is the deed restrictions that are on the deed as a result of receiving the Clean Ohio funds.  If the property is not developed as proposed in the application or converted from that use, there is a penalty that of 2.5 times the grant amount or the property value, whichever is greater.  Under the last administration the Director of the agency administrating Clean Ohio was asked if he would waive the penalty.  He was told there was no reasonable expectation that a non-motorized trail would be developed in the foreseeable future and of the anticipated benefit of developing a motorized trail.  The Director was not willing to waive the penalty.  

Assistant Director Zody suggested that the OMTA contact the local Natural Resource Assistance Council (NRAC) for that region.  It is the NRAC that scored and made the recommendations for funding.  Based on Assistant Director Zody’s experience as a NRAC member in another region, he believes that it would be a good idea to seek the approval of the local NRAC.  He provided the OMTA members with the contact information. 

The ODNR and SRVFAB will await an update on the motorized trail presentation made to the Metroparks and their discussions with the local NRAC.

Additional Items Discussed

Pee-Wee areas for children – it was suggested that pee-wee areas be developed for younger children at ODNR locations.  The thought was that this could be accomplished with as little as 1 acre.  

Safety instruction – Safety is a priority of the ODNR and encourages safety courses.  The SRVFAB said that the ability to utilize ODNR parks for classes is important so that classes can be taken locally.

Friend groups – The SRVFAB and the administration knows it is imperative that friend groups are developed for the motorized trails.  An example of this partnership is currently displayed between the Toledo Trail Riders and Maumee Bay State Forest.

Destination locations – The SRVFAB stated that the creation of destination locations has to be a goal in the future.  These destination locations will provide sustained riding over more than a day or weekend and can result in a maximum benefits to the rider, the local economy, and the overall state economy.
Registrations – Currently any vehicles that are street legal and could use the public motorized trails are not able to get an APV registration, which would provide additional funding to the SRVF.  It was agreed that this needs to be addressed in the near future, but that the immediate focus is the creation of trails that these vehicles are able to utilize.  Once the trails are in the development stage, the SRVFAB will approach this subject again.

Recreational Trails Program (RTP) – this program is funded through the federal highway transportation bill and provides annual funding for motorized trails, as well as non-motorized trails.  As part of the federal budget debate, the program is in jeopardy.  While there has been contention of non-motorized trails being funded through this program, there has been no guidance that if RTP is deleted from the budget if it means the entire program or if it would be restructured to still provide funding for motorized trails.
Current Level of Funding

SRVF – $1,161,862 as of 3/16 ($328,567.27 has been received since the beginning of this fiscal year, which began on 7/1/10).  

RTP – $738,000 set aside in a previous year for acquisition. In order to preserve these funds we will be developing a federal application to encompass any acquisition/development at the ODNR properties discussed.
FFY 2011 RTP – the amount is undetermined as of this time as Congress has not completed the FFY 2011 budget.

(The Division of Forestry has been allocated $100,000 per year from RTP and $40,000 from SRVF in order to maintain the existing trails managed by the division)

Future SRVFAB Meetings

The board agreed that it should meet quarterly at a minimum.  As we go seek to meet these goals, the board reserves the right to meet more often at times to address immediate needs.  In the next meeting we will have Chief Boyles of Forestry attend and we will seek a representative from the BMV to attend a meeting or meetings regarding registration issues.
