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hen Chip Gross was a young lad, he took pad and
pencil into the woods and sat down. He observed the life
around him—the sounds, the shapes, the colors—the
living, breathing creation that engaged his senses. And what came to
him were volumes.
These keen observations of the natural world eventually led Gross
to a degree in wildlife management from Ohio State University and
a rewarding career as an outdoors writer and photographer—observations he has shared with readers across Ohio and well beyond for
many years.
Chances are good you have seen his work, either stories, photos,
or both. During the latter part of a 27-year career with the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife, Chip served
as editor of Wild Ohio and Wild Ohio for Kids, wildlife magazines
produced by that state agency. Under Gross’s leadership, those two
publications were awarded the prestigious
James P. Barry Ohioana Award for
Editorial Excellence in 2001.
A year later, Chip took an early
retirement option and launched
his career as a full-time writer
and photographer specializing
in outdoor subjects. Far from
being a leap of faith, however, he
was already well-established as a
freelance writer and photographer
with bylines and photo credits in
many outdoor publications.
Today, Chip’s writing and
photos can be seen and enjoyed
in such venues as Country
Living magazine, where
he is the Outdoors Editor.
Published by the Ohio Rural
Electric Cooperatives, the
magazine reaches
nearly 300,000
households
every month.
He writes
for other
outdoorsoriented
magazines,
as well, both
regional and
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national. And adapting with the times, recently Chip has been focusing
his attention on online publications, such as FieldandStream.com and
OutdoorChannel.com
His work has been recognized and awarded both locally and
nationally, by the Outdoor Writers of Ohio (OWO) and the Outdoor
Writers Association of America (OWAA). He has also served as an
officer in both of those professional organizations, as president of
OWO in 1991 and a member of the Board of Directors of OWAA
from 2004-2007.
Chip’s prolific writing and photography reflect his love of wildlife,
people, and the out-of-doors. His varied writing topics include fishing, hunting, birding,
camping, hiking, canoeing/kayaking,
outdoor photography, nature travel, and
humor, to name just a few. His extensive
catalogue of outdoor photographs—
more than 30,000 color images—includes
landscapes, wildlife, freshwater fishing,
small-game hunting, wildlife watching, and
people enjoying the outdoors.
So how did Gross first develop an interest in the outdoors?
“Growing up in north-central Ohio, my father taught me to hunt
and my grandfather taught me to fish,” Chip remembers. “I couldn’t
seem to get enough of the natural world as a kid, and those two activities—hunting and fishing—just naturally led me to other outdoor
pursuits such as birding, hiking, camping, and outdoor photography.”
Gross also remembers the very first piece of writing he ever sold.
“It was a very short hunting tip to Sports Afield magazine’s Almanac
Section in 1981,” he said. “In three brief paragraphs, titled Mudproofing
Anchors, I explained how to keep mud off duck decoy anchors.
Not exactly Pulitzer Prizewinning literature,” Gross
laughed, “but the magazine
paid me $35 for the item,
and I couldn’t have been
more excited. It was my
start.”
What does a busy outdoors writer, photographer,
and professional speaker
do to unwind? Chip and
wife Jan, a retired registered
nurse, enjoy the solitude
and inspiration of their 13acre Tree Farm in Morrow
County.

In addition to being a writer/photographer, W. H.
“Chip” Gross is also available as a professional speaker
for groups looking for a wildlife and outdoors-oriented
slideshow program. For more information, he can be
reached by email at whchipgross@gmail.com; his web
site www.chipgross.com.
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“You ain’t no damn game warden, are ya?” the poacher snarled.
I looked him straight in the eye and lied. “Game warden? I ain’t no game warden!”
The poacher paused, mulling over my answer, and added quietly, “Then why you askin’ so many
questions?”
Thus begins the story of R. T. Stewart’s career as an undercover wildlife law
enforcement officer with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of
Wildlife. For nearly two decades, Stewart infiltrated poaching rings throughout
Ohio, the Midwest, and beyond. Poachers Were My Prey chronicles his many exciting undercover adventures, detailing the techniques he used in putting poachers
behind bars. It also reveals, for the first time, the secrets employed by undercover
wildlife officers in catching the bad guys.
Poaching—the illegal taking of wild game—goes on every day. Millions of dollars change hands annually from the illegal sale or trade of antlers, hides, horns, meat, feathers, fur, teeth, claws, gallbladders, and other wild-animal parts. As a result, wildlife populations suffer—including endangered and
threatened species—and legitimate, law-abiding sport hunters get a bad reputation. R. T. Stewart
dedicated his professional career to stopping such slaughter by actually living with poachers. “In essence, being an undercover officer involves living a lie,” says Stewart. “You’re always pretending to
be someone you’re not.”
Undercover law enforcement is dangerous work and, as a result, extremely stressful. Stewart recalls one particular case during which he realized he was too deeply undercover and came close to
forgetting his real identity. Many undercover officers have crossed the line to become the very person they initially swore to stop. In Poachers Were My Prey, readers look over R. T. Stewart’s shoulder
as he deals with the temptations offered to an undercover officer, including money, sex, and drugs,
and watch as he gets the job done.
W. H. “Chip” Gross is a professional freelance writer/photographer who, for more
than 30 years, has published hundreds of articles in dozens of outdoor-oriented
magazines. He is the author of four nonfiction books — Ohio Wildlife Viewing
Guide; Pro Tactics: Steelhead & Salmon; Young Beginner’s Guide to Shooting & Archery; and Trolling Big-Water Walleyes: Secrets of the Great Lakes Fishing Guides,
Charter Captains, and Walleye Pros (The Kent State University Press, 2013) — and
the novel Home, at Last, Is the Hunter.
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Award-Winning Outdoors Writer and Photographer

“We bought the woods and house 35 years ago as
a place to raise our two sons,” Gross said. “Through
the years, we have done timber stand improvement
projects on the property, cut firewood, sold timber,
and enjoyed the tax-break incentives from managing
our trees. Fortunately, our two boys shared our appreciation of the outdoors while growing up here, and
now enjoy bringing their young families back to visit.”
Now age 60, Gross has spent a lifetime out of doors,
then sharing those experiences of the natural world
through his writing and photography. Anyone in Ohio
who has picked up an outdoors magazine has likely
enjoyed not only his informative writing style and
sensational photos, but has come away with a better
understanding and appreciation of all things wild.
“God’s creation is always spectacular and everchanging,” quipped Gross. “I can’t thank Him enough
for allowing me to experience all I have, and then giving me the ability to communicate those adventures to
others. There truly is magic in the out-of-doors.” u

“The literature of poaching has long fascinated outdoor readers. Until quite recently, however, the opposite side of the coin—stories of game wardens and their exploits—has
sadly been missing. Now R. T. Stewart, with able assistance from Chip Gross, adds another
delightful book sure to be enjoyed by anyone who cherishes the outdoor experience. A
must read for those who revel in stories well told.” —Jim CASAdA , noted authority on the
history of American sport and author of numerous titles on various aspects of the outdoor experience
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W. H. “Chip” Gross is the author of four nonfiction books and one
fiction novel:
• Ohio Wildlife Viewing Guide
• Pro Tactics: Steelhead & Salmon
• Young Beginner’s Guide to Shooting & Archery
• Home, At Last, Is the Hunter (fiction)
• Poachers Were My Prey: 18 Years as an Undercover Wildlife Officer
— Just published in the fall of 2012, this book highlights the
career of fabled Ohio undercover wildlife officer R. T. Stewart.
Chip’s sixth book, titled Trolling Big-Water Walleyes: Secrets of the Great
Lakes Charter Captains, Fishing Guides, and Walleye Pros, is scheduled
for publication by Kent State University Press in 2013.
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