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City of Wyoming, Ohio
Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan
Introduction:
Emerald ash borer (EAB) is a non-native wood-boring beetle that has the potential to kill every
ash tree in North America.
Current knowledge indicates the insect’s natural or native range includes China, Korea, Japan,
Mongolia, the Russian Far East and Taiwan. Having co-evolved with the insect, ash species in
the native range are quite resistant to, or tolerant of the beetle. In fact, Asian ash species exhibit
so little damage, that prior to its discovery in North America, the scientific literature included
only two articles about the insect, published in Chinese, not widely circulated, and neither
indicated the insect was considered a pest.
First detected and identified in Detroit, Michigan in 2002, subsequent survey efforts now
indicate the insect has an uneven distribution in Ontario, Canada, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and
Maryland, ranging from generalized infestations with extremely high beetle population (SE
Michigan), to isolated infestations of sparse population (Maryland). The only mobile life stage
of this insect is the adult, which can fly, but not strongly. Therefore, it does not have the
inherent ability to travel great distance from year to year, likely under 0.5 miles. Rather, it is
human transport of ash material (i.e. firewood, logs for lumber, live trees from nurseries)
containing the larval form of the beetle that enhances its spread.
Current information suggests the beetle arrived at the port of Detroit (or Windsor, Ont.) 10-20
years prior to detection, as viable larvae in wood packing, pallets, or similar material from Asia.
Thus, ash trees were being infested, dying, cut up for firewood, and moved around the region for
an extended interval before detection.
The immature or larval stages of the beetle damage ash trees by feeding on the cambium – a
“shell” of vascular tissue under the bark that is essential for transport of nutrients and water
within the plant. Typically, the insect gives rise to one generation per year. However, when
eggs have been laid in a vigorous tree, evidence suggests the beetle might require more than 12
months to complete its life cycle.
Adults emerge from infested trees and a given individual is only active for about a 3 week “flight
period” – feeding a bit on the edges of ash leaves, mating, then if female, laying eggs in an ash
tree within 0.5 miles of the emergence tree. While the flight period is short, the “period of
emergence” lasts from May until September, so adults may be seen flying from June until
October.
EAB was first confirmed in Ohio in February, 2003. Statewide detection projects have been
instituted and are on-going. Data will continue to come in, but if there’s any pattern of dispersal,
it appears to be along major highways coming out of southeast Michigan. At this writing, the
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closest detection site to Wyoming is along I-75 at the S.R. 73/Springboro, Ohio, interchange in
neighboring Warren County.
As of March, 2007, there is no certain “cure” for infested trees and all species of ash (genus
Fraxinus) are susceptible. A tremendous amount of research is being conducted on strategies to
prevent or treat infestation in individual trees. As a result, there is some evidence the pretreatment of “clean” trees followed by annual retreatment could be effective in some cases, but
cannot be guaranteed for a given tree and would be quite expensive over an extended number of
years. Nevertheless, it is something to consider for high-value trees in certain settings while
waiting for other control strategies to be developed.
Regarding regional control tools for this pest, as are available for gypsy moth – there are none at
this point. It’s an active area of research.
Wyoming is close to I-75 and many southwest Ohioans vacation in Michigan and Ontario. The
timetable for EAB arriving in our area is unknown and largely depends on the actions of
individuals living and moving through the area. If the insect migrates naturally, it could be years
before we see it. However, if EAB infested ash trees, logs, firewood and branches are moved
into our area, we could see an infestation within a year.
In areas of southeast Michigan, the ash genus has been decimated. In view of this, and given the
potential risk of large numbers of ash trees dying in a short period of time, the City needs an
EAB management plan to minimize the threat this pest poses to ash trees, both public and
private. Without a plan, the City will likely face a crisis in public safety, budgeting and logistics.
The plan will be updated and modified as necessary to reflect refinement of strategy that emerges
from ongoing research, and changes in state and federal regulations.

Purpose:
By implementing the provisions in this management plan, the City of Wyoming is attempting to
mitigate the disruption to its urban forest caused by the pending infestation of the Emerald Ash
Borer (EAB).
The City will endeavor to distribute the costs associated with certain and massive tree death over
a manageable time period, as well as lessen the social and economic impact that such an
extensive loss will have on property values and the quality of life in our community.
Applicability:
This Plan applies throughout the City of Wyoming on all public properties where ash trees are
currently growing, as well as on private properties where such trees may negatively impact
adjacent private properties, public rights-of-ways or other public properties.
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Inventory:
The City of Wyoming will inventory all ash trees growing on its rights-of-ways, in parks, and on
other municipal properties. For each ash tree, its location, size, and condition will be noted. An
inventory of street trees was completed in early 2007. The remaining inventory of park trees and
those on other municipal properties will be completed by the end of 2007 and results will be
summarized in a spreadsheet.
Monitoring:
The City of Wyoming is participating in the State of Ohio’s detection tree program to help detect
EAB infestation as soon as possible. If an EAB infestation is discovered, a survey of the
surrounding area may be made and acted upon as required by the Ohio Department of
Agriculture (ODA).
All ash wood derived from municipal pruning or removals shall be examined for evidence of
EAB by looking for D-shaped exit holes and removing the bark to find larval galleries. If
infestation is suspected, ODA state inspectors will be notified immediately.
Canopy Removal, Replacement and Care:
The City of Wyoming will implement a plan to remove and replace all ash trees in the public
right-of-way and other public properties except Green Areas Trust property as noted below.
Consideration will be given to maintaining the leafy tree canopy in areas with a large ash tree
population. Listed in order of priority, public tree removals will take place as follows:
►Pre-Quarantine of Hamilton

County by ODA
1 – large (>30 in. DBH) ash trees in poor condition
2 – any ash tree in poor condition
►Post –Quarantine of Hamilton County by ODA
3 – any infested ash tree not deemed worth attempting treatment
As the budget permits, all removed public ash trees will be replaced with non-host species that
will enhance the planting site, and add to the diversity and general health of our urban forest.
Trees will be planted in accordance with the Ohio Nursery and Landscape Association/Ohio
Division of Forestry Tree Planting Specifications and be in the 2” to 3” caliper range. Plantings
will be based on the budget and prioritized by canopy cover goals as identified by the Urban
Forestry Board and Public Works Department.
EAB infested trees in public “Green Areas” will be managed in accordance with Federal and
Ohio guidelines in effect at that time.
In a further attempt to preserve canopy and minimize the devastating impact of rapid, wholesale
removal of all municipal ash trees, the City also plans to apply EAB preventive treatments to
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selected trees. Research on these control methods is on-going, and while studies have been
small, treatment before infestation or when the number of larvae in a tree is small, indicates that
young, vigorous trees respond favorably. At the moment, treatment needs to be repeated at least
annually, but this is a tool that may be used to “stage” removals over a period of a decade or
more, allowing a high degree of canopy maintenance during canopy restoration or until tools are
found to aid in effective suppression or eradication of this pest.
Postponed Work
While financial, staffing, and equipment resources are focused on the EAB Management Plan,
some usual public works’ services may be delayed.
Private Ash Trees
As of March, 2007, property owners do not need to remove healthy ash trees on their own
property. Post infestation, property owners will be notified of their options and responsibilities
in regard to Emerald Ash Borer via the EAB Communications Plan from the Urban Forestry
Board.
Wood Utilization and Disposal
As of December 1, 2006, Ohio and thus Hamilton County, came under federal USDA quarantine.
Applicable rules and regulations are at this USDA APHIS link:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
At this writing, Wyoming will fall under state quarantine once EAB is confirmed anywhere in
Hamilton County. The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) is the regulating agency. Rules
and regulations for quarantined counties are found at:
http://www.ohioagriculture.gov/

City of Wyoming
Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan
-5-

Contact List
Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA)
At this writing, the Ohio quarantine only applies to specific counties (occasionally
townships). However, where the Ohio quarantine has been invoked, it supersedes
the federal USDA quarantine that went into effect for the whole state December 1,
2006.
EAB Hotline: 1-888-OHIO-EAB
Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR)
Division of Forestry
Wendi Van Buren
Urban Forester Region 5
777 Columbus Avenue, 5-A
Lebanon, Ohio 45036-1607
wendi.vanburen@dnr.state.oh.us
513-932-6836
Marianne Prue
EAB Urban Forester
952-B Lima Avenue
Findlay, OH 45840-2320
marianne.prue@dnr.state.oh.us
419-429-8304 (voice)
419-424-5008 (fax)
Further information
http://ncrs.fs.fed.us/4501/eab/
Approved Contractor’s List
The City does not recommend specific arborists or tree care companies. The Urban Forestry
Board strongly recommends using trained professionals who have achieved, and maintain,
certification with the International Society of Arboriculture. A search engine for finding
arborists with these credentials is available on the web at www.isaarbor.com/findArborist/finadarborist/aspx. For best results, search by state and city or state, city,
and zip code.
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